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his great injury, without the excess of it which was
so treacherous with Kossetti. Mr. MackaiTs recent
life of Morris does great injustice to Kossetti with-
out in any way exalting his friend, for Kossetti
always urged Morris to follow his artistic tendencies
with the largest and most liberal encouragement and
appreciation, and all the stimulus derivable from a
most exalted opinion of his native abilities. Ros-
setti would have set everybody to painting, I think,
for, in his opinion, it was the only occupation worth
living for, and he was absolutely free from personal
jealousy.

Of Burne-Jones I saw little in those days. He was
still working out his artistic problem, and came now
and then to the studio of Kossetti, who had the
highest opinion of his abilities. And, taking art in
its special function, that of the decorator, there can
hardly be a dispute as to his rank amongst the great-
est of romantic designers of the centuries following
that of Giotto. His fertility of invention was very
great; and, considering that his studies began at a
period which for most artists would have been too
late for the acquisition of technical excellence of a
high degree, his attainment in that direction was
most remarkable. Entirely original, if that quality
could be predicated of any artist, he certainly was
not, and he borrowed of his predecessors to an im-
mense extent, not slavishly but adaptingly, and what
he borrowed he proved a good right to, for he used
it with a high intelligence and to admirable effect.
It seems to me that though he added little or nothing*